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a vast majority in the country? And if little reliance could
be placed on that Voltairean sceptic Louis XVIII., were not
the days coming when a real son of the Church would be once
more on the throne ? Surely the days of the captivity of Zion
would soon be but a bad dream.
2. THE PROBLEM OF EDUCATIONAL CONTROL
To this recapture of the State by the Church there was,
however, an essential condition : the latter must first recapture
the educational monopoly that had been hers in the olden
days. And here again she found herself confronted by another
of Napoleon's settlements, distinct indeed from the Concordat,
but likely to prove in many ways a final obstacle to her in-
fluence unless promptly broken down—namely, his transfer of
that education monopoly to the State.
The question was to loom so large in nineteenth-century
French history (a very good case can be made out for the
statement that "it is indeed possible to make the struggle
for educational control between Church and State the central
thread in the history of France since the Revolution "x) that
we cannot give more than the barest outline of its chief ele-
ments. The starting-point is the fact, common in the main to
all pre-revolutionary Western Europe, that under the ancien
regime the Church had a monopoly of education. The univer-
sities were semi-autonomous ecclesiastical institutions, not
unlike the Oxford and Cambridge of those days; secondary
education was in fact, though not actually in law, the close
preserve of a few monastic teaching orders, among whom the
Jesuits enjoyed a pre-eminence that was to cost them dear;
elementary education, such as it was,2 was everywhere under
the direct control of the parish clergy.
1	Laski, Authority in the Modern State, p. 207. See Grimaud, Histoire de
la Liberte a" Enseignement en Trance, and Weill's Histoire de r Enseignement
second aire*
2	There was In theory a school in each parish ; but that the reality was far
.from corresponding with this theory is shown by the widespread clamour for
more schools which is one of the features of the Gahiers presented to the
States-General in 1788.
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